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Introduction

For some time, we at Glasgow Zoo, in common probably with other collections keeping polar bears
(Thalarctos maritimus Phipps 1774), have felt the need for a thorough scrutiny of existing literature.  With the
formation of the polar bear custodians group and the research which the group and UFAW hope to carry out, it
seemed to us that this was now the time to initiate a thorough database search.  The search consisted of a manual
and computerized search of the Zoological Record from 1864 to the present.  We hope to supplement this with
a search using the BIOSIS database in the near future.  In the mean time here is the result - eventually we hope to
include a Subject Index.  We hope this document will be helpful to our work as custodians and perhaps will enable
us to put accurate references to observations, long incorporated into our practices but whose origins have become
tantalisingly obscured with the passage of time!

R.J.P.O'Grady 
Director/Secretary
Glasgow Zoo
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